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Thousands in O.C. race for breast-cancer cure

By DOUG IRVING
2010-08-26 12:40:45

NEWPORT BEACH — Amanda Firestone let a tear slide down her cheek
Sunday as she looked out at a sea of pink shirts and pink roses, pink
ribbons and pink balloons.

It was only the second time she had cried since January, when she first
felt the lump in her left breast.

She was surrounded by surdivors — "warriors in pink," one event organizer
called them — wha were fighting breast cancer by running ar walking or
just showing up. The 13th annual Susan 5. Komen Orange County Race
far the Cure — the largest in Southern California — was expected to rally
30,000 people to the cause and raise more than 53 million.

Firestane, 33, a nurse fram Mission Yigjo, walked a mile far the cure but spent most of her time keeping up with
her 2-year-old twins, Joe and Ar. Her last cherno treatment is Tuesday.

"l don't know how to thank people for all this" she said as We Are Family' played over loud speakers. "Just
seeing all these people, all these really strong people. . | feel fortunate, grateful and fortunate.”

The racers who crowded the starting line early Sunday morning wore their messages on the front of their

t-shirts: "Dump the Lumps." "Stop the War in Our Racks.” "Yes, Mine Are Fake. Wy Other Ones Tried to Kill
e

And they ware their tributes on their backs, hand-written in black marker an pink paper. "Auntie Debra.” "Abuela
Juana. " "My Mom. " "WE"

Eileen Schafer of Brea had trained for eight weeks for the race. She's 54 years old, diagnosed with cancer mare
than six years ago when a routine marmmograr spotted a lump deep inside her right breast.

"This year, | was deterrmined | was going to make it," she said as she set out on her one-mile walk, keeping her
own pace. "It's to know | can do it. | have survived that, and I'm still able to get out and show suppart.”

One in eight women will be diagnosed with breast cancer in her lifetime, according to Susan G. Komen for the
Cure. By the arganization's estimates, nearly 1,800 Orange County waomen will get that diagnosis this year.

“We are strong," Komen founder Mancy Brinker, who named the organization in honor of her late sister, told the
Orange County crowd on Sunday. "We are an army of surivors and people who want to make sure that we have
the back of every breast-cancer patient in the United States.”

tdichelle England was sitting in a doctor's office just three maonths aga, texting the same three words to her
friends and family: "l have cancer.”

She used to hike 50 miles through Mewport Beach on her weekends; on Sunday, she rolled along the race
course in a wheelchair, pushed by a tearm of supporters who called thermselves Michelle's Miracles.

“lt's amazing," England, 45, a dental assistant frorm Irine, said alang the weay.
"It's good to know that you're not alone,” said dentist Rodger Uchizono, who warks with her.
“eah, that is true," England said. "That is true."

Contact the writer: 714-704-3777 or dirvingiZocregister.com
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Particiants inthe 2010 Komen Crange Caunty Race for the Cure are invited to eat & serving af frut
after Sunday's race.

Sinan Kanatsiz of San Clements and Domstal, walk in honor of Kanatsiz's mother-indaw Janet MINDY SCHALIER, THE ORANGE COLNTY REGISTER

Gavreans during the 2010 Komen Orange County Race for the Cure. .

Aoyt 30,000 participarts take part in the 2010 Komen Orange Courty Race for the Cure st Fashion
Island. The organization's gosl is to raise §3 milion. :

Reichel Chamberin, turns the fan on herself between spraying runners st the Rece for the Cure. She
iz & volunteer with Girl Scout Troop 498 in Lake Forest. -
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A lresst cancer survivor is moved to tesrs as birds are released during a special trisuts honoting
‘survivors et the 2010 Komen Orange Courty Race for the Cure in Mewport Beach.

MINDY SCHALER, THE ORANGE COLNTY REGISTER



