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MEWS FROM THE COMMUNITY

Builder receives award

Mission Viejo resident Steve Carpen-
ter has dedicated his life’s work to re-
building Orange County with a hammer,
nails, some dry wall and compassion. As
executive director of Rebuilding Togeth-
er Orangs County, Carpenter has led
thousands of volunteers in the revitaliza-
tion of more than 1300 low-income resi-
dences, community centers and nonprof-
it headquarters. For his work, Carpenter
has baen honored as the October 2011 re-
cipient of the 0"Connor Mortuary Heart
& Soul Award.

Croated by O'Connor Mortuary, the
Heart & Soul Awards program is de-
signed to recogmize Orange County citi-
zens for their passion for life and their
dedication to making a difference, wheth-
er they possess a lifotime of endeavors or
for a one-time inspirational schisvement.
One Orange County citizen is presented
the award esch month.

“Steve's handiwork can be found in
both the structures he has helped build
and the countless residents who have
benefited from them,” said Neil 0'Con-
nor, president and CEOQ of 0'Connor Mor-
tuary. "Steve’s extensive contributions
stem from a simple desire to use his nat-
ural talent to help others.”

Carpenter now oversees the rebuilding
and refurbishing of buildings throughout
Orange County, all of which have a direct
tie to the health and vitality of the com-
munity, Motable projects inclede refur-
bhishing multiple Boys & Girls Clubs, a full
rebuild of the Southwest Community
Center following a fire, renovating the
Blind Children's Learning Center and
tripling the capacity of Marv's Kitchen.

As awinner of the Heart & Soul Award,
Carpenter will receive a plagque, and a do-
nation will be made n his name to Re-
building Together Orange County.
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