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Fresh showers, clean clothes, sharp haircuts, hot meals and warm smiles were all on the menu at the first
annual Orange County Stand Down event for homeless veterans at Santa Ana College this weekend.

Inwhat looked like a military hase camp, the two-day event provided hundreds of homeless veterans of
Crange County a cot onwhich they could rest their heads for 26 haurs. The clothing was provided by
Working Wardrohes, a nonprofit arganization in Costa Mesa that provides those in need with career
development and wardrobe semvices.

The Orange County Stand Down event was sponsored by VYeterans First, which helps homeless and
disabled veterans in Orange County, and the Rancho Santiago Community College District. This was the
first Stand Down event in Orange County.

The model has been used all over the nation in multiple cities to help the nearky 200,000 homeless
veterans in the United States. There are 4, 600 homeless veterans in Orange County alone.

Shaun Tucker, 43, aveteran and walunteer, served in the Air Force in the first GulfvWar from 1986 to 1992,
He said he knows what it is like to serve and then feel fargotten.



“Weterans lose theirway and become homeless when the government forgets aboutthem," said Tucker.
"They should he loved.”

Tucker, who became homeless after his tirme in the Air Farce, is now on the right track and loves to help
people in need by warking for Habitat for Homanity and building houses.

"I made some bad choices after the semvice that led me to become homeless,” Tucker said. "But | thank
God now to bie inthe position | am and to be able to help athers. tis rewarding.”

Daring the opening ceremonies, Califoria State Assemblyman Allan Mansoor addressed the veterans.
"Thankyou to all of you who served in our armed forces and fought to protect our freedomes," said Mansoor.

Yeterans were escorted by volunteers to receive services such as dental exams, vision exams, medical
treatment, Social Security assistance and employvment assistance.

One veteran said after his shower and gifts that he felt"blessed and appreciated.”

Adam Farrig, 19, a fire science major at Santa Ana College, jumped at the chance to volunteer to help out
the veterans.

"teterans) gave so much to us and they fought for us; this is the leastwe can give them," said Farris.

Diave Mason, who served in the Army and was stationed in Savannah, Ga. from 187910 1983, hopes there
will be many more Stand Down events in Orange County foryears to come.

"I hope it gets anotheryear," said Mason. "Mot as many veterans turned up because they didn't hawve the
transportation or just didn't hear aboot it."

Jesse Holmes, 48, aveteran who served in the BMawy from 1984 to 1992, believes events like Stand Down
can help peaple like himself get back an track.

"l just got out of prison and | am getting ready to go back to school,” said Holmes. "Life is hard as a
convicted felon and a veteran.”

Gerald Jennings, 90, a veteran whao served in the Maw from 1978 to 1931, shared Halmes sentiments.

"Things were tough for me after the service,” said Jennings. "l suffered from post-traumatic stress
syhdrome and that set me back far a lang time, but now hecause of events like this one and the Veterans
First organization, | have an interview next week and things are looking up.”

Deanne Tate, the president and CEQ ofYeterans First, hopes the eventwill hring light to the homeless
veterans throughout Orange Caunty.

"I hope the event brings awareness to the needs of the veterans and whatwe need to do to take care of our
mwn,” said Tate.

The next Stand Down event will be held in Compton between Sept. 24 and 26.



