Lights and other Decorations
- Decorative lights use a good amount of energy, but that doesn’t mean you
have to scrap them altogether. Use LED Christmas lights, which are smaller and
use 90% less electricity than regular Christmas lights.

- To save even more energy, be sure to wait until dark to turm on your
Christmas lights; then, turn them off before you go to bed. Do you have trouble
remermbering to turn your lights an and off? Then set a timer, and forget about
it

- Try out a cool, fiber optic tree this year. Fiber optic trees have lights that
come from a single source, piping light down through a fiber optic cable. This
cuts energy use significantly, and you can still enjoy a beautifully lit tree.

Entertaining Family and Guests
- Guests can be useful, and nat just ta wash dishes for you. Some heater use is
inevitahle, but extra bodies in the house mean that you can usually lower the
thermostat.

- Rather than driving through the neighbarhood to see the Christmas lights, grab
a coat and take a walk with your friends and family. This is a festive and fun,
wet green activity that reguires no gas, is good for the environment and a good
way to burn off those holiday calories.

In the Kitchen
- & full refrigerator and freezer can be energy efficient because the cold items
help keep the temperature inside the fridge or freezer low after the dooris
opened. However, an overstuffed freezer or fridge will quzzle more energy trying
to keep foods cold because air is unable to circulate.

- There is no need ta preheat the oven when cooking ham or turkey, since they
usually cook at a snail's pace anyway.

- Use the energy-saving cycles on dishwashers, Machines that have air power or
overnight dry settings can save up to 10 percent of dishwashing energy costs,

Saving energy during the holidays is a great way to cut costs not only during the
winter seasan, but it's a goad way to get your family to practice energy-efficient
habits all year long. Keep the ball rolling and make a Mew Year’s resolution to save
energy in 2009!

Have any other tips? Share by posting in the comments below,
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